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Association for the Rehabilitation and Support of Handicapped Youth

The Southern – Negev - Branch of the House of Wheels          ("Beit-Hagalgalim")
Walking in the nature, swimming in the sea, enjoying our friends, standing on our feet… these small little things that we take for granted are the biggest dreams that children from the "House on Wheels" would like to fulfill…

Agudat Shai, founded in 1980 by the late Miriam Schwartz, is a voluntary program for physically disabled youngsters whose aim is to fight social isolation of physically handicapped youngsters and turn them into individuals that actively participate and contribute to society.
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The southern branch is one of four branches in Israel (the others located in the North, Tel-Aviv area and Jerusalem). It takes care of 75 youngsters with the help of 90 volunteers. It covers a large area of towns and villages around Beer-Sheva and most of the activity takes place in Kibbutz Urim located half an hour away from Beer-Sheva.

The youngsters participating in the project suffer from a range of physical handicaps, like cerebral palsy and muscular dystrophy. The project gives them the opportunity to have fun, make friends and relax. "To do all the crazy things that other youngsters do as they grow up".


Handicapped children in the south of Israel lack opportunities for social and recreational activities, both due to less funding allocated to the area by the government and to lower socioeconomic status of its inhabitants.

These children, including those suffering from minor problems, lack friends and social activities. Back from a long day in school, even those who go to mainstream education end up sitting in front of television. Regretfully healthy children don't view their handicapped peers as equal and will not spend much energy to associate them with their world.

Our organization is not the only one helping handicapped children in Israel, but the principles on which it is based make it unique.
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The activity of the project is based on groups of handicapped youngsters going to weekends and vacation with volunteers. Each group consists of 15 youngsters and 15 volunteers. Both are committed to the group for long term participation. This is a time for intensive social interaction. Supervised by the volunteers in a one to one ratio, the youngsters themselves help prepare meals and take part in organizing activities. The success of these weekends derives from the opportunity to speak freely about mutual problems, the novelty of staying overnight with friends, of being made to feel part of a social group. 

Beside the weekends and vacation, workshops activities take place during the week. They include horse riding, internet and computer science, radio and communication, cooking, ceramic, art, and independence activities.

Working that way several goals are reached:

The youngsters have ample opportunity of social activity with peers

They have opportunity to experience activities like their healthy peers 

The youngsters get enriching activities during the workshops and weekends

The organization has the ability to support the families during every day's hardships and crisis situations

The family gets time for rest and recuperation while their handicapped child is cared for during the weekend.

The volunteers make the hardcore of the organization. They are young people in their twenties and come from all levels of the Israeli society. Their diverse backgrounds create an accepting and encouraging atmosphere.
The Southern branch achieved many goals during its five years of activity. Starting from one group of 15 handicapped children going once every 5 weeks to another house for activity, we grew to 4 groups having a stable accessorized base in kibbutz Urim able to cater for activity every weekend and weekday workshop.

During the last year we formed an adapted an education with an input from a group of volunteers.

For the near future we will implement the education program in the different groups at different levels. A fifth group will start its activity and we will enter a phase of preparing older members towards living in the community as members of society.

The budget of the forthcoming year is about 1,000,000 New Israeli Shekels (around 220,000 US$). Around 85% of relates to the activities themselves. About 50% of the budget is derived from governmental funds; the rest is derived from public and private funds and private donors.

Agudat Shai is administered by a Board of Governors, chaired by Advocate Avi-Ezer Grauer and directed by Avremi Torm
The southern branch is directed Ora Bittan and is accompanied by board members: Ornit Dan and Eilon Shany.

Our web site can be found at: http://www.amirim.net/bhag/about/about.html
Agudat Shai is registered as a non profit organization (NPO no. 58-002-399-2) and is recognized as a "public institution" for tax purposes in Israel and USA (through PEF).
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Negev branch can be contacted through Ora Bittan at:


22 Moshav Nir Moshe


D.N. Negev 85370


Phone :	+972-528-387666


Fax:		+972-8-9930483


E-mail:	� HYPERLINK "mailto:orabittan@bezeqint.net" ��orabittan@bezeqint.net�





Agudat Shai can be contacted through Avremi Torm:


Phone:		+972-52-8339666


Fax:		+972-9-9512006


E-mail:	beit_galgalim@barak.net.il� 








